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Robinsons Brewery is one of Stockport’s most
recognisable industrial landmarks, with a rich
brewing heritage dating back over 185 years. As
part of a major refurbishment of the brewery’s
brewhouse and visitor centre, the aim was to
modernise the internal spaces while preserving
the building’s strong industrial character. A key
part of the transformation focused on improving
natural light and ventilation within the exhibition
space, housed beneath a dramatic barrel vault
roof structure.

Architect Jill Dudley of Fairhurst Design was
appointed to lead the extensive refurbishment

and was keen to introduce a rooflight solution that
would respect the existing architecture, enhance the
visitor experience, and meet modern performance
requirements.

From the outset, the brief for the rooflight was both
technically and aesthetically demanding. Jill Dudley
required a large-scale rooflight that would suit a barrel
vault roof while sitting comfortably within the industrial
language of the building. The rooflight needed to
deliver high levels of daylight deep into the exhibition
space below, helping to create a bright, welcoming
space for visitors.

A key consideration was aesthetics. The rooflight had
to blend seamlessly with the surrounding buildings
rather than dominate, so careful consideration was
given to the frame colour. In addition, the brief called
for a combination of fixed and openable casements
to provide effective natural ventilation, helping to
regulate internal temperatures and improve comfort
for visitors throughout the year.

To achieve this level of bespoke detailing and
performance, Jill approached The Rooflight Co to
develop a tailored solution.

Working closely with Fairhurst Design, The Rooflight
Co’s design team developed a bespoke Lantern
Rooflight specifically engineered to suit the barrel
vault roof form. Measuring an impressive 18,966mm



in length by 1,870mm in width, the rooflight was designed
as a modular system, allowing it to be manufactured,
transported, and installed efficiently despite its scale.

The final design comprised eighteen individual modular
sections, joined together to create a single, continuous
Lantern Rooflight. This modular approach ensured structural
integrity while maintaining the clean lines and refined
appearance required by the architect.

To ensure the rooflight blended harmoniously with the
surrounding industrial buildings, the external finish was
specified in Basalt Grey, to complement the existing materials
and help the rooflight sit discreetly within the roofscape.
Internally, the rooflight was finished in light grey, creating a
softer visual presence and enhancing the diffusion of natural
daylight into the space below.

In total, the Lantern Rooflight incorporated six fixed shut
casements and twenty motorised opening casements. The
opening sections were fitted with switch-operated chain drive
motors, enabling controlled natural ventilation to the exhibition
space beneath. This combination of fixed and openable
elements delivered both visual consistency and practical
environmental control.

The bespoke rooflight solution has transformed the
atmosphere of the visitor centre, flooding the space with
natural light while enhancing the architectural qualities of the
barrel vault roof.

The integration of motorised opening casements provides
effective natural ventilation, improving thermal comfort within
the building. Visually, the rooflight sits comfortably within the
industrial context of the building, achieving the architect’s goal
of a contemporary intervention that respects the brewery’s
heritage.

The project stands as a successful collaboration between
architect and manufacturer, demonstrating how a bespoke
rooflight solution can combine form, function, and
performance to elevate a historic industrial space.

ROBINSONS BREWERY

‘The Rooflight Co manufactures a steel rooflight which

has the right visual and physical qualities for this project.
We wanted something that would look visually attractive
both inside and out. The final product also needed to be in
keeping with the traditional surroundings and The Rooflight
Co were able to achieve this with their design.

The rooflight was included in the overall planning approval for
the project; there were no problems with the rooflight being
passed in the planning application.

The rooflight is performing well and visually suits the space
and our client’s requirements. We are very happy with the

end result.’

Jill Dudley - Fairhurst Design.

Architects:
Fairhurst Design

Rooflights:
Bespoke Lantern Rooflight

Contact us for more information:
Telephone: 01993 833155
Alternatively, visit our website:
www.therooflightco.com
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